American Studies explores the culture and politics of the United States and the role of the United States in the world. Faculty and students analyze issues of race, gender, sexuality, and other forms of power in American life; transnational flows of culture, ideas, and religious beliefs; the development and transformation of public cultures and spaces; and the ways that policy interacts with each of these areas of inquiry. At both the undergraduate and graduate levels, students are prepared for careers in academic and popular education, media, journalism, cultural resource management, museums, and preservation, as well as for further education in law, medicine, academia, and a wide range of disciplines.
AMST 2010. Early American Cultural History. 3 Credits. How culture was important in the creation of the United States -in its origins as a colonial outpost and its expansion across the continent; in its hierarchies and expressions of power, especially as organized by race, class, ethnicity, or gender; in the creation of democracy and the valuing of free expression; and in the development of cities and the varied uses of the countryside. Same as HIST 2010. Introduction to interdisciplinary methods of studying the contemporary city. Major problems of metropolitan life, past and present, analyzed by faculty and community leaders. Emphasis on experiential team projects. Includes a significant engagement in writing as a form of critical inquiry and scholarly expression to satisfy the WID requirement. (Same as HIST 2020).
AMST 2071. Introduction to the Arts in America. 3 Credits.
A survey of American art from the period of colonial exploration and settlement to the postmodern present. Political and social meanings of painting, sculpture, architecture, prints, and photographs. The relationship of art to religion and nationalism; issues of class, race, and gender. Same as AH 2071.
AMST 2120W. Freedom in American Thought and Popular
Culture. 0-3 Credits. America was founded on the premise of providing freedom to its people. But what, exactly, is freedom? The question has been debated in America since its founding and continues today; this course examines varied answers provided by American political thought and popular culture. Includes a significant engagement in writing as a form of critical inquiry and scholarly expression to satisfy the WID requirement.
AMST 2125. Varieties of Feminist Theory. 3 Credits.
Classical and contemporary texts on feminist explanations of women's status. Relationships within the sex/gender system and arrangements based on class and race. Evaluation, through the lens of feminist theory, of several academic disciplines in the sciences, social sciences, and humanities. Same as WGSS 2125. Prerequisites: WGSS 1020 or WGSS 2120.
AMST 2144. Explorations in Historical Geography. 3 Credits.
Examination of selected themes in the cultural geography of the United States over the course of its history, in relation to an overview of the historical geography of the country. Same as GEOG 2144. Interdisciplinary approach to U.S. popular music as a means for thinking critically about identity, culture, and history from the nineteenth century to the present; popular music as a cultural reflection of society and a key means through which Americans enact and negotiate social opportunities, challenges, and struggles. Open to a limited number of American studies majors pursuing an internship directly related to the study of American culture. Students must make the case for a scholarly project that emerges from the internship and must write a significant final paper. Approval of a supervising faculty member required for registration. P/NP grading only. 
AMST 4701W. Epidemics in American History. 3 Credits.
The history of epidemics in the United States from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth century. The development of medical and public health responses to epidemics, and their social, political, cultural, and economic impacts. Sources include primary documents, historical accounts, memoirs, fiction, and films. Includes a significant engagement in writing as a form of critical inquiry and scholarly expression to satisfy the WID requirement.
AMST 4702W. Race, Medicine, and Public Health. 3 Credits. The experiences of African Americans as patients and health care providers; the history of the relationship between race, American medicine, and public health. Emphasis on the importance of understanding the historical roots of contemporary policy dilemmas such as racial and ethnic disparities in health and health care. Includes a significant engagement in writing as a form of critical inquiry and scholarly expression to satisfy the WID requirement. Examination of theories and methods in the study of media and popular culture; case studies explore specific issues related to cultural products such as film, television, music, and the Internet. AMST 6220. Theory and Emotions. 3 Credits. Interdisciplinary exploration of politics of emotion, with an emphasis on the emotions that attach to race, gender, and sexuality.
AMST 6230. The Politics of Freedom. 3 Credits. This seminar examines critical interventions into the theories, rhetorics, and practices of freedom. The seminar focuses on the politics of freedom in relation to an array of themes that may include liberalism, slavery, imperialism, political economy, individualism, and neoliberalism.
AMST 6240. Borders and Boundaries. 3 Credits. Exploration of borders (the literal edge or limit of a territory) and boundaries (intra-societal differences). Readings from cultural anthropology, political science, and social history examine classic tensions between state formation and nation building. The U.S.-Mexico border and other border zones across the globe are used to assess and challenge what is local and particular about border space. 
AMST 6410. Readings in American Cultural

